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From NYS Catholic Conference: 


Regretfully, Governor Hochul signed the legislation 
permitting the composting of human remains.


Other Legislation signed by the Governor:


—Expand voluntary home visiting programs to more 
New York families in need. These programs provide 
families with services to prevent child abuse and 
maltreatment, enhance positive parent-child 
interactions and empower families to develop and 
achieve their self-sufficiency goals.


    These critical programs for families provide a host 
of early intervention services that can assist families 
and prevent often serious and costly familial and 
societal problems. In addition, participation in a 
home visiting program may partially satisfy the work 
requirement for certain families, either currently 
receiving or in application of public assistance 
benefits, and requires a review of eligible families to 
determine if home visiting programs would be 
beneficial.


—30x30 Legislation to conserve 30% of land and 
water by 2030. NY is only the 3rd state to enact 
such a goal.




—Legislation banning toxic PFAS chemicals in 
common pieces of apparel.


State of the State Address: Re: Immigration*


Extends funding to existing programs, ie., those run 
by the state’s Office of New Americans, that provide 
free legal and employment services for asylum-
seekers, and refugee resettlement programs, which 
partner with non-profits statewide to house 
refugees.


Programs that provide employment training and 
help with job placement will also receive more 
funding. 


Not mentioned:  Statewide right to legal 
representation for people facing deportation. 
(Access to Representation Act).


Advocates want reforms that would expand basic 
health care coverage for all low-income New 
Yorkers regardless of immigration status or age, as 
well as an expansion of language access.


*Times Union article, 1/12/23:  “Immigration groups 
seek legal aid, Medicaid” 




Bills to watch in the Legislature Re: NY’s sentencing 
laws:**


The Eliminating Mandatory Minimums Act would 
be a critical step toward ending the coercion of plea 
deals and allowing judges to make individualized 
determinations based on facts of the case.


The Second Look Act would allow incarcerated 
people to petition for resentencing. Judges could 
revisit overly long sentences where appropriate. 


The Earned Time Act encourages incarcerated 
people to seek out education, employment, and 
rehabilitative programs while serving their sentences 
thus helping them come out of prison better 
prepared to be assets to their community.


**Times Union Article 1/8/23: “Mandatory minimums 
make a mockery of justice”


From Migration and Refugee Services:


On January 5, 2023, the Biden Administration 
announced a series of migration-related policy 
decisions: Expand the use of Title 42, coupled with 
a new opportunity for a limited number (30,000) of 
Nicaraguan, Cuban, and Haitian nationals who have 



US-based financial sponsors to seek humanitarian 
parole to enter and work in the United States.


NOTE: The Supreme Court issued another order to 
temporarily maintain Title 42 restrictions until it can 
hear arguments and issue a final ruling.


Department of Homeland Security extended and 
redesignated Yemen for Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) for 18 months.


Department of State launched Welcome Corps a 
pilot program that will allow private citizens to 
sponsor refugees coming to the U. S.


Department of Homeland Security announced an 
expedited process to provide deferred action to 
noncitizen workers who are victims of labor 
violations.


Department of Homeland Security extended and 
redesignated Somalia for TPS for 18 months.


Department of State launched a new process to 
allow Afghan parolees to reunite with their families 
who are still in Afghanistan.




On the Federal level:


Omnibus Bill Highlights:


Expanded Child Tax Credit, DACA and The Equal 
Act were not included. However, regarding The 
Equal Act, AG Merrick Garland instructed federal 
prosecutors to end charging and sentencing 
disparities in cases involving the distribution of 
crack and powder cocaine.


The Pregnant Workers Fairness Act was included 
as an amendment and goes into effect June 27, 
2023. This Act prohibits employment practices that 
discriminate against making reasonable 
accommodations for qualified employees affected 
by pregnancy, childbirth or related medical 
conditions.


Other inclusions:


Increased funding for housing support, shelter for 
migrants, legal services and child advocates for 
unaccompanied children, and funding for pandemic 
preparedness.


Maternal health: Allows states to permanently 
extend Medicaid coverage for new moms for 12 
months and prohibits children from being removed 



from Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) for a continuous 12 months, even if 
their family’s income changes.


From Bread for the World:


Advocates for reauthorization of the Farm Bill in 
2023: 


-Advancing economic security by reinstating the 
fully refundable child tax credit, expanding the 
earned income tax credit, and raising the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour. 


-Providing free, healthy school meals for all by 2032 
and expanding the Summer Electronic Benefits 
Transfer program so children don’t miss meals when 
not in school.


-Expanding SNAP eligibility to underserved 
populations, ie. formerly incarcerated and 
individuals living in US territories; and incentives to 
support purchasing more fruits and vegetables for 
SNAP recipients. 


Call 800-826-3688 or write your members of 
Congress and ask them to support and pass the 
reauthorization of the Farm Bill - one that does more 
to reduce hunger in the US and around the world.




Thank you for your advocacy.


January was National Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month. 


February 8 was the feast day of St. Josephine 
Bakhita, the patron saint of trafficking victims.


Marie Copeland, Chair 


